Predicting preeclampsia.
Recent studies suggest that drugs affecting prostacyclin and thromboxane production may be able to affect the development of preeclampsia. In order to use these agents effectively, we must be able to select properly women at high risk. This review evaluates a number of historic and physical factors and laboratory tests that may aid in the prediction of preeclampsia. Family history, parity, and the roll-over test are currently the most efficient methods that are widely available. Two relatively new laboratory tests, plasma fibronectin concentration and urinary calcium/creatinine ratio, hold the greatest promise for the near future.